
 

 

 

  

 

 

Music Allowed! 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Tummer delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla facilisi. Con erattis sectetuer adip 

iscing elit, sed erat diam nonummy nibh 

magna erat aliquam erat volutpat. Nam liber 

tempor cum soluta nobis sed diam nonummy 

nibh ut wisi enim ad minim veni am, quis 

nostruexerci tation ullam corper. Option 

congue nihil imperdiet doming id quod 

mazim placerat facer minim veni am utte 

wisi enim ad minimeniam, quis nostr uexerci 

tation ullamcorer. Congue nihil imperdiet 

doming id quod mazim placerat facer minim 

ven. 

S.W.I.P.E delivered a very successful project 

highlighting the many talents of the children and 

young people of Slough who took part in our  

Music Allowed Project,  

The project was funded by by Big Lottery and 

complimented a project running with BBC Children 

in Need. The project, Music Allowed, was well 

attended over the three year duration and has 
thrown up many talented young people, the project 

was very much appreciated  by the children and 

young people who directly benefited from it, also 

the Volunteers, tutors,community groups and Slough 

community in general  were all  very supportive of 

the project. As a charity and with the help of Big 

Lottery we've been able to change lives of people in 

Slough, we could not have done it without your 

support.  
 

Thank you Big Lottery!. 

S.W.I.P.E is run by Volunteers, its activities are financed by donations and also funding that is applied for. 

Volunteers often donate their time to ensure the work that S.W.I.P.E is doing continues and many go on 

training courses so that they can perform specific roles. The young people who come to S.W.I.P.E often help 

out and by doing so they themselves become volunteers.  

Our volunteers and staff are all trained to the standards necessary to achieve their roles, much of the training is 

specific to safeguarding young people and ensuring their wellbeing, we also keep up to date with latest good 

practices and consult with our young people.  

We feel it is very important that we provide a high standard of services to these young people and that their 

safety and wellbeing is maintained when they are engaged with us. Because of this we are part of the SQP  

Quality Assurance scheme which ensures that we have all the correct practices and procedures in place. 

SQP has helped  us to  maintain our high standards ,develop new practices and also assures  

Clients,parents and partners  that we  use best practice and  work in a highly professional way.  

  

                                 

Volunteers of the Highest Standards 

Legendary television and radio broadcaster 
Maggie Philbin has visited S.W.I.P.E twice for 
BBC Radio Berkshire.  

 
The first time to broadcast young people’s 

views on current events soon after the August 
2011 riots and the second time to meet with 
the Slough Volunteer Police Cadets (SVPC) 

soon after their launch. 
 

On both occasions young people had to be at 
S.W.I.P.E for 6am and had their breakfasts 
around the table during the broadcasts! 

 
We have also had 2 tracks that were recorded 
at S.W.I.P.E in our studio on the music 

allowed project featured on BBC introducing! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tree of Light was a large scale Cultural Olympiad celebration performed at The Oxford  Torch Relay 

Celebrations and at Stonor Park in Henley-on-Thames. 
 

In the warm up to the Henley event crowds were entertained by a number of different bands from 

S.W.I.P.E including Mercia, Nate Musiq, Wilson and Dan “Smurfy” Murphy, playing music as far ranging 

as covers of Ed Sheeran and Sam Cooke to Mercia’s smooth originals.  

The celebration gave Slough bands a platform upon which to impress people, and really showed what the 

young people are able to do when given the opportunities. 
 

At 7pm, the main performance started, an explosion of music, light, dance and theatre, consisting of an 800 

strong dance group (18 of which were from S.W.I.P.E) Music was performed by a 7 piece band, four 

members of the band at this amazing event were from  S.W.I.P.E with one of them only being 13 years old! 

The band spent 6 months together rehearsing with composer Orlando Gough in S.W.I.P.E’S Steel Pan 

Room. The 15 meter high stage representation of a post-apocalyptic oxygen station was amazing  in Oxford 

20,000 people watched and in Henley another 8000, all who saw the performances were highly impressed it 

was a massive spectacle and a once in a lifetime experience for all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

S.W.I.P.E are very proud of all our members who performed and  

the commitment of Shanice, Ross Michael and Dani as volunteers in the band. 

 

 

Everything you read here happens 

because of our funder’s supporters 

and volunteers. 

THANKYOU! 

 

BBC Radio Berkshire Broadcast Live From SWIPE! 



 

  

 
 S.W.I.P.E’s annual summer camp moved from its 

usual site at Avon Tyrell to Oxenwood Education 

Centre in Wiltshire. The summer camp is paid for by 

funding raised through Vince Murphy of Bullseye 

Awards and we are very grateful to him to have been 

able to take 44 “swipers” away this year 

Camp  proved to be a great success with both Cadets 

and Musicians and young people from our youth club 

attending activities such as archery and canoeing 

during the day, and playing music and mass 

organised games of  hide and seek or capture the flag. 

 

Everyone enjoyed the event and we hope to have 

another camp next year. 
 

Joseph Fenton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe Fenton was one of S.W.I.P.E’s founder members, he passed away in November 2010. 
 

Joe was well known in Slough for his music making and participation in the town’s events.   
Joe had a passion for music and a shared vision of a place where young people could go and 

learn how to play musical instruments, practice and find the confidence to perform.  
Joe (pictured right) with Hilton enjoying a SWIPE bandstand in Salt Hill Park.   

His vision is now a reality in Slough operating through the organisation he started. 
 

Thank you Joe. 

 
Tribute 

S.W.I.P.E Summer Camp 

How long have you been coming to S.W.I.P.E what did you start coming 
for?  I started at S.W.I.P.E in 2007 to play steel pan and then I started Violin. 

What do you do at S.W.I.P.E now? Police Cadets and Steel pan 
 

How old are you now? 13 
Have you done anything else at swipe other than Police Cadets, Violin and 
Steel Pan?  Yes I’ve been on lots of trips , like the Zombie Trip, and the trip 

to the British music experience were we had VIP tickets and Summer Camp. 
S.W.I.P.E has affected my life a lot ever since I went to S.W.I.P.E I have 

made lots of friends. 
 

What’s the Zombie trip?? We went to London on the tube all dressed up as 
Zombies to go to the London Tombs it was so much fun! 

What is your favourite S.W.I.P.E memory? I’ve got three; 
Zombie trip, playing steel pan at Ascot Racecourse and joining the Police 
Cadets on my 13th birthday. 

Why on your 13th Birthday? Because I wasn’t old enough and you have to be 
over 13 to join the police cadets.  
So you were waiting to be a police cadet? Yes 

Why did you join the Volunteer Police Cadets? 
Because I wanted to build up my confidence, and develop different skills 

and because I had seen the police cadets at a few events and they looked like 
they were having fun 
Is there anything you haven’t done with S.W.I.P.E yet that you want to? I 

would like to teach steel pan workshops in schools. 
 

Can my name be in purple in the newsletter please? Yes! 
 

Jamie Jamie Jamie !!! Yes Shanice? 
We have to do the interview thing again ! 

Why Shanice? 
Because when we did the interview I hadn’t done Tree of Light and now I 

done Tree Of Light I have another favorite memory playing in front of all 
those people and everything with all the other people being up on the stage 

was reeeally fun. 

Maybe I can fit it in the end of the article….. ok ? 

Okay! 

 

S.W.I.P.E worked on the Homeless Hearts Club 

project in partnership with the BBC and Company 

Paradiso. The project has used music and creative 

writing to engage young people living independently 

at Slough Foyer and homeless people at Serena Hall, 

a drop-in centre run by Slough Homeless Our 

Concern (SHOC). 

From 8th - 11th May 2012, were 4 broadcasts on the 

BBC Radio Berkshire Breakfast Show with Andrew 

Peach, featuring this work where people were 

encouraged to write postcards home. 

Beyond the life of the project SWIPE has facilitated 

musicians performing/jamming during lunch at 

SHOC. When musicians go in SHOC’s clients stay 

in the canteen for longer giving the staff and 

volunteers more opportunity for engagement with 

their clients to assist them. 
 

Listen to the broadcasts here 

www.companyparadiso.co.uk/2012popup.htm 
 

Homeless Hearts Club Band 



  

 

  

Billy Hutton first came to S.W.I.P.E in 2006 aged 13 to rehearse 
and record with his band, we would mention the bands name but 

like many bands of that age the name changed so often in the first 
few weeks we can’t be sure we would be right! 

 
Over the years Billy has become a S.W.I.P.E regular, always 

around rehearsing and recording with different bands and playing 
shows as well as giving up much of his time as a volunteer helping 

other people progress with their music making. 
We asked Billy a few questions about his time at S.W.I.P.E. 

 

Billy what’s your favorite S.W.I.P.E memory? 

I wouldn’t say it’s my favorite but one that sticks out the 

most is playing a show at 7:30 in the morning was very 

interesting and something that not everyone will say they've 

done.  

Ah, the urban underpass event one of my favorites too with 

you playing pop punk to passersby  on their way to the work 

first thing in the morning. I think many of the commuters 

will remember that too! 

 

So what do you do nowadays at S.W.I.P.E? 

At SWIPE I mainly use the studio and also help out Jamie 

where I can.  

I have sound engineered live music events with Jamie and 

without him.  

I also volunteer teaching guitar to young people. 
 

Why do you volunteer? 

I volunteer because I'd only be sitting at home so I may as 

well do something worthwhile for someone else and get 

good experience with it. 

 

Thanks Billy, not only for the interview but for all the help 

you give as a volunteer. 

Music by the lake - out in the open and acoustic! 
In summer 2012, S.W.I.P.E put on two live music events at Herschel Park in Slough, which has 

recently been restored to its former Victorian glory with a £2.7million funding from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund and support from the friends and volunteers of the park 

 

The audiences spent a chilled out Sunday afternoon with picnics, relaxing by the lake listening 

to acoustic music performances. In keeping with the chilled out vibe, the performances were 

powered by battery rather than diesel generator. 

 

Look out for more gigs there in the future! 

YOUTH CLUB 

Since the closure of many of Slough’s youth 

clubs, S.W.I.P.E has come to an arrangement 

with Slough Borough Council to use the Orchard 

Hall, providing a drop in youth club for young 

people aged 13-19 in Slough where we run sports 

dance games and general youth provisions. 

 

The Berkshire Community Foundation have 

supported us on this project by providing us with 

a youth worker 

Bandstand Marathon 
250 Bandstands joined together across the uk as part of 

the Paralympic Closing Ceremony. 

We organized Slough’s Bandstand and held our event in 

the Town Square with music for and by all ages. 

Everyone who took part enjoyed the event and SWIPE 

have been asked by Bandstand Marathon to do it again! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Slough Volunteer Police Cadets 
 

July 2012 marked the first-year anniversary of the founding of the Slough Volunteer Police Cadets, a scheme 

set-up in Slough for young people between the ages of 13 and 19, Slough VPC is a SWIPE initiative in 

partnership with Thames Valley Police to provide young people from all parts of society an opportunity to 

develop their qualities and skills though a structured programme, as well as forge more effective links 

between police and the public. 

Based on some of the positive feedback the scheme has received, it has helped to enhance the relationship 

between the public and police. 

 

The team of 32 cadets has worked alongside 

 police officers and staff, other volunteers, 

 and partner agencies, to support 

 neighborhood policing initiatives and 

 community activities and events, clocking  up

  an impressive 2600 hours of volunteering  

 and 6000 hours of diversionary activity, 

 demonstrating their drive and determination. 

  

Some of the completed neighborhood policing

  initiatives and community activities and 

 events the Cadets have been involved with 

 include: community clean ups, crime 

 prevention input to an over sixties club, 

 speed camera and vulnerable vehicle checks

  ,Slough Mencap’s 60ths Anniversary, 

 McMillan charity fund raising day in 

 Farnham , working with Slough Trading 

 Standards on a test purchasing , Slough’s 

  Remembrance Day ,assisting O2 Slough 

 during a Christmas function ,bulb planting

  in Herschel Park,assisting in the ‘Keeping

  Slough Safe’ , Marshelling the sports relief

  run, door knocking as part of community 

 safety campaigns with the Police and 

 delivering 4000 letters to houses detailing 

 community information about the Olympic 

 torch route. 

 

 

Slough VPC meet every Thursday between 6:30pm and 9pm at Swipe Music Centre, The Orchard Centre, 

73a Stoke Poges Lane, Slough, Berkshire SL1 3NY. 

You do NOT have to want to join the Police to join Slough VPC. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Interests 

The Slough Volunteer Police Cadets have working with Slough Museum to curate their own 

exhibition on the different youth organisations that have existed in Slough throughout history 

as well as police artifacts from Slough. These organisations include Scouts, Boys Brigade 

and St Johns Ambulance Cadets. 

 

Young people at SWIPE are also researching the history of music in Slough to curate an 

exciting exhibition! After a research trip to the old Adelphi cinema and ballroom (now Gala 

Bingo), the group decided to research the Adelphi in more depth. Whilst undertaking 

research for their exhibition they were surprised to discover that many famous musicians 

have played in Slough over the years including The Beatles and Jimi Hendrix!  

We’re hoping to do more exciting activities with Slough Museum in the future so watch this 

space! 

 

You can help! 
 

S.W.I.P.E is funded in various ways donations can help us to 

maintain projects, start new ones and react to the needs of  our 

community effectively. 
 

Donate to us through www.localgiving.com/swipe 
 

You can donate online and by doing so easily access Gift Aid which increases your 

original donation by 25% at no extra cost to you! 
 



  
 

 

 

 

Lessons and Activities 
 

S.W.I.P.E runs many different lessons and activities which are FREE for young people in Slough. 

Guitar Tuition, Keyboard Sessions, Violin, Drums, Vocal Coaching, Steel Pan, we have a 

recording studio and rehearsal space. We also run workshops in Digital Art and Film, and work 

with the rest of the community to provide necessary services running music activities & 

entertainment at local events. 

To find out more about any of our lessons, workshops and activities in Slough please phone or 

email us. Tel: 01753 512156 - Email: office@swipemusic.com 
 

 

Did you know? 
 
S.W.I.P.E has been busy putting on events with 

and for other organisations. Last year we put on 

35 live music events during the six weeks of the 

summer holidays alone, whilst this summer we 

have put on 22 events, despite being heavily 

involved rehearsing and performing for many 

Cultural Olympiad  events! 
 

Anti-Knife Crime Campaign 

S.W.I.P.E together with our good friends local conflict resolution charity Aik Saath have been 

running a number of anti-knife crime events and activities over the last three years, one of them 

involved being powered by bicycles! 

The events happened in various venues such as the west wing slough, the high street and The 

library (where we are dubbed the official librarians of music).  

 

The aim of these events has been to keep young people aware about the dangers of getting involved 

in knife crime and to remind them that there are alternatives. Statistics show that you are more 

likely to be stabbed by your own knife than by somebody else’s. 

 

 
S.W.I.P.E and Sainsbury’s join forces 

We are delighted to announce that Sainsbury's Slough has 

chosen S.W.I.P.E as their Charity of the Year. 

We would like to thank Sainsbury's for recognizing the 

excellent work that S.W.I.P.E does in the community and 

for choosing us as their Charity of the year - don’t be too 

surprised if you see us hosting open mic sessions in the 

café or performances in the lobby!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Err I think it got S.W.I.P.E.D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S.W.I.P.E’S NEW FLOWER SHOP STAGE  

COMING TO AND EVENT NEAR YOU SOON! 

 

 



 

 

Art 

Support S.W.I.P.E make a donation at www.localgiving.com/swipe 


